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villages, were frequented hy the more consequential Maryland and Virginia planters who enjoyed the social life as well as the advantages offered by the theater and concerts, and, in the case of Virginia's capital, the College of William and Mary. Although Williamsburg and in greater measure Charleston shared the characteristics of northern towns, urban life developed chiefly in the colonies north of the Potomac. Thus the rise of towns still further differentiated the northern from the southern provinces, intellectually as well as economically and socially.
The towns were the chief centers of intellectual activity because they enjoyed closer relations with Europe and because they offered great opportunities for social contacts and the discussion of events and ideas. They also contained the great majority of the men for whom professional and intellectual interests were the main concern. It was in the larger towns that printers published the greatest number of the broadsides, almanacs, newspapers, sermons, and books that appeared with increasing frequency in each successive decade of the eighteenth century. It was also there that the chief collections of books were to be found, if the great libraries on a relatively small number of plantations and estates be excepted. The towns, too, were for the most part seats of the provincial colleges, whose faculties took a leading part in the intellectual activities. The cities also attracted the most distinguished figures in law, in medicine, and, with notable exceptions, in theology, and they were the homes of the official and merchant classes, whose role in the development of intellectual life was considerable.
Intellectual Interests of the Official and Merchant Classes
The intellectual and cultural life of the capital towns occasionally profited from the presence of royal governors or proprietors' agents interested in learning and culture. These men were often the product of the English universities and the Inns of Court. Many of them stimulated interest in schools and colleges and even contributed to educational institutions from their own funds. Thus Governor Nicholson gave valuable support to William and Mary and to other institutions; Gabriel Johnston of North Carolina encouraged the establishment of a printing press and of schools; and James Hamilton of Pennsylvania took an active interest in the College of Philadelphia and became the patron of Benjamin